
Inside this issue: 
 

Front Cover: BRC Art’s Fair 

 

Balloon Release 

 

Message From Ms. Mikula 

 

Spotlight  

 

Meet the Supervisor 

 

Masquerade Jewelry Sale 

 

Joint Meeting 

 

Pep Rally 

 

Family Reunion 

 

Purple Parade 

 

Alzheimer’s Awareness 

 

Arts and Crafts 

 

DSP Appreciation at BRC 

 

DSP Appreciation at MAC 

  

Pastor’s Corner   

BRC Orientation 

 

Gov.’s Service Awards 

 

BRC EOM’s 

 

MAC EOM 

 

MS Voter Guide 

 

Announcements 

 

 

 

 

The publication of the BRC Bulletin 
is made possible by contributions 
from our dedicated and talented 
employees. The articles and    
pictures were written, taken and 
formatted by BRC employees. 
Their contributions are greatly  
appreciated! We sincerely hope 
that you enjoy this edition of the 
Boswell Regional Center Bulletin, 
September 2016 Issue. 
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A Publication for Employees, Family and Friends of BRC 

     The Arts Fair Committee decided to make this year’s theme “40th Anniversary.” 

Lunch was held at Green Park at 11:00 a.m., but just before that everyone gathered 

around for the releasing of green and gold balloons. A tent was set up with a cake 

and cupcakes underneath to soothe that sweet tooth after lunch. Green and gold 

were the colors in 1976 with the colors now being blue and gold. Before the cut-

ting of the cake, Steven Allen, Director of BRC, asked the individuals and staff 

trivia questions relating to the history of Boswell. Time was ticking as everyone 

was excited to begin this year’s Arts Fair performance at 1:00 p.m. Prior to the 

performances, a slideshow began to roll with pictures of past and present staff and 

individuals which will forever be a memorable event. After the slideshow, a warm 

welcome was given by Steven Allen followed by a prayer by C. Gaines. The     

performances began and after each act door prizes were given away to those in  

attendance throughout the event. Everyone looks forward to this annual event, and 

the representation of the decades sure brought back a lot of memories. Many 

thanks to everyone involved at BRC who make this look easy, even though, it is a 

lot of hard work! Once again, this event was a great success. We can’t wait to see 

what next year brings! 
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     Boswell Regional Center 

Boswell Regional Center Celebrated its 40th anniversary with a balloon release. The balloons were the original 

BRC colors when it was established in 1976.  
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     As November approaches, there is one thing happening that I know will capture the attention of almost eve-

ryone in our state, and that is the 2016 election. We all know the election is happening on Tuesday, November 

8. I’m sure we have all seen our share of the coverage that has been dominating the news for more than a year. 

The time is quickly approaching when we will actually be able to exercise our right to vote. 

     I would like to encourage all of our DMH employees to exercise that right. This is our chance to truly make 

changes and to have our voices heard. In our state, someone age 18 or older can register to vote through the 

mail or in person at one of several places, including your local circuit clerk’s office, your city clerk’s office, or 

the Department of Public Safety. If you have access to a computer, you can find everything you need to know 

about registering to vote at Y’all Vote, a web page set up by the Secretary of State’s office. You can access it 

at www.yallvote.sos.ms.gov.  

     If you are registered to vote, you can use that site to update any of your registration information that is out-

dated. If you haven’t registered, there is a mail-in voter registration application you can download, complete, 

and mail to complete your registration. You must be registered at least 30 days before the election. Time is 

running out, but you still have until October 8 to register.  

     There is no doubt that the presidential election this year will be what most people are energized about and 

the reason most people go to the polls. I hope we won’t lose sight of the other races that are taking place this 

year. We will be voting for our Representatives to Congress this year, for Mississippi Supreme Court justices, 

Appeals Court judges, county election commissioners, and county school board members. At some point, the 

people elected to these posts will make decisions that can affect us as Mississippians. This is our chance to 

make sure we have a say in the future of our communities, our state, and our nation.  

     Please register to vote. I hope all of us working here at the Department of Mental Health and in our state 

will take the time and the effort to go stand in line on election day and vote for the candidates of our choice. 

 

Sincerely, 

Diana S. Mikula 

Executive Director 

Department of Mental Health 

Message From Executive Director of 
The Mississippi Department of 

Mental Health 
 

Ms. Diana Mikula 

http://www.yallvote.sos.ms.gov
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     Janna grew up understanding cultural diversity as a way of life. When she 

was 4 years old and her brother was 10, her father’s boss, George Bush, Sr., 

owner of Zapata Offshore Drilling Company, sent the Means family to Brunei, 

Borneo.  During her school career, Janna attended 10 different schools and 

lived in 8 different countries, including Australia, Singapore, Germany, Canary 

Islands Spain, India and Abu Dhabi United Arab Emirates. Her parents made it 

a point to tour the Holy Lands so they could walk in Bethlehem and in the  Gar-

den of Gethsemane. Her family’s favorite was Borneo. She lived there in Seria 

while she was in 1st grade and again when she was in junior high in Kuala 

Belait, where she attended St. Angela’s Convent  School . “I was accepted there 

and made friends; Chinese, Indian, Malay, Dutch and English.” Janna gradu-

ated from high school at the age of 16 from Las Palmas American School, Ca-

nary Islands. After graduation, her family moved to Mumbai (then Bombay) 

India and lived for one year while Mr. Means was co-manager of an offshore 

drilling operation in the Indian Ocean. While living in India, Janna and her 

mother went on elephant back safari at Tiger Tops Jungle Lodge in Nepal. 

“While on elephant back, we came upon a rare one-horned Rhinoceros and a 

Leopard up in a tree looking down at us licking his chops. One night they took 

us barefoot in the jungle with red flashlights to watch a Royal Bengal tiger 

feeding on a baby buffalo.” She and her mother got to travel to Sri Lanka and 

Thailand during that year. “I would urge anyone if you have a chance to put the Taj Mahal in Agra on your 

bucket list. Nothing on earth manmade can surpass the majesty and awe of that place.” Janna is an  active 

Alumnus of her high school in Singapore, the United World College of South East Asia. Janna learned how it 

feels to be different. “You go in accepting and respecting their culture and learning their language and eating 

their food. Once they became comfortable with me, the American, they began to accept me and include me. I 

learned that my friends in different countries, although different on the outside, had a lot in common on the 

inside with me.”   

     Janna graduated from the University of Southern MS in 1982 with a BA in Psychology, and from Louisiana 

State University in 1985 with a Master’s in Counseling. She graduated 

from MS College in 1994 with a Master’s in Psychometry. She began 

working at BRC in 1999 in Psychology. She is a CMHT, LCIDDT, and a 

Licensed Professional Counselor. She is Director of Diagnostic and 

Evaluation services at BRC. 

     As a Certified Clinical Trauma Professional, Janna has a special   inter-

est in persons with intellectual disabilities. “There is a very high percent-

age of individuals with ID who have PTSD and a significant  history of 

trauma in their lives. It has been argued that people with ID are more vul-

nerable than the general population to the disruptive effects of trauma. 

Prevalence rates for persons with ID have been as high as 61%.” Janna is 

in a unique position of being not only a consumer but a provider of mental 

health services dealing with trauma. “In the field of people with ID there 

is little awareness of PTSD and its disturbing effects on daily life func-
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Ms. Janna Von Francke 

BRC Director of Diagnostic and 

Evaluation Services 



Frederick Dampeer 
14 years of service 

 

August 16, 2002 

 

Mendenhall, MS 

 

Favorite food: sea food 

 

Favorite restaurant: Half Shell Oyster House 

 

Favorite vacation spot: Gulf Shores, AL 

 

Place to visit: Miami, FL 

 

Favorite music: 70's & 80's R&B 

 

Favorite song: Don't Ask My Neighbor: by The Ojays 
 

     It has been an incredible 14 years of service here at Boswell Regional Center! This job is difficult at times, 

but it is most fulfilling nevertheless. When I sought employment here I never thought it would result in a     

career. As I look back over these 14 years, the family oriented atmosphere & serving our wonderful individu-

als is why I'm still here. I've encountered some wonderful people here at BRC which have become life 

long friends! I'm truly thankful that God has placed me here, and I'm forever grateful to BRC because it’s just 

like home! 
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Thank each of you that stopped by the jewelry sale to make it a great success! Friends and Family appreciates 

your support.  
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     On September 20, 2016, a joint meeting was held with The Friends and Family Board, The Community 

Advisory Council and Human Rights Advocacy Committee in an effort to update everyone regarding the leg-

islative process, define committees and their roles. Top left pictured from L to R- Friends and Family Board 

members; Sue Honea, Rev. Ike Durr, Richard Manning, Rachel Manning, Barbara Banes, Kathy Dampeer-

Pittman, and Matt Nalker (not pictured is Lou Robison). Bottom Left pictured L to R- The Community       

Advisory Council Committee is Shirley Weatherall, Edith Shoemaker, Stacy Broadhead, Debbie Broadhead, 

and Cynthia Bynum (not pictured is Cynthia Bynum). Bottom right pictured from L to R - The Human Rights 

Advocacy Committee is Rachel Manning, Pat Burris, Barbara Banes, and Angie Berry (not pictured is Belinda 

Arrington, Bro. Rudy Jackson, and Teresa Windham). 
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The Magee vs Mendenhall Pep Rally held at BRC on September 23rd was a success as always! We are    

thankful for the band, football players, cheerleaders, coaches and sponsors for spreading the spirit.         

B. Thompson is pictured here with his long lost family members. They haven't had contact with each other 

since Mr. Thompson was a child. Thanks to Natisha Polk, Social Worker, for locating his family and making 

this reunion happen. 
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     Alzheimer’s disease causes brain changes that gradually get worse. This is a devastating disease and BRC 

teamed together to raise awareness on September 16th.  The Wellness Committee decided to have a parade/

walk which was the main event that day! A balloon arch loomed the big rock at the front gate entrance, as the 

sidewalks were beautifully lined with purple ribbons along the route. The individuals and staff began the     

parade in the Oakbrook parking lot with Grand Marshals being the Employees of the Year; Lottie Keyes and 

Nina Magee. Everyone dashed in behind the golf cart and waved happily to the by standers. Some even went 

as far as tie dying t-shirts! Each building decorated their sign out front and the winner received a pizza party 

that evening. Every signage was right on point but only one could be chosen. The winners were Ridgeview! 

The day of recognition and honor to those with Alzheimer’s was an overwhelming success. Thanks to all who 

participated in this worthy cause. 
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On Monday, September 19, 2016, a couple of the MAC students who live in Magnolia Dorm had arts and 

crafts during recreation time. They painted and finger painted pictures of their choice.  

Employees at the Mississippi Adolescent Center dressed in purple in recognition of Alzheimer’s awareness.  



Page 11 

     Boswell Regional Center 



Page 12 

     Boswell Regional Center 

     During DSP appreciation week,  there were A shift staff that came by in the morning at around  11:30 to 

serve staff on a different shift. Then at 2, the B shift staff were served as they came in to work. The C shift 

staff had supper plates tonight on the dorms for them. 



     One day a certain old, rich man of a miserable disposition visited a rabbi, 

who took the rich man by the hand and led him to a window. "Look out there," 

he said. The rich man looked into the street. "What do you see?" asked the 

rabbi. "I see men, women, and children," answered the rich man. Again the 

rabbi took him by the hand and this time led him to a mirror. "Now what do you 

see?" "Now I see myself," the rich man replied.  

     Then the rabbi said, "Behold, in the window there is glass, and in the mirror 

there is glass. But the glass of the mirror is covered with a little silver, and no 

sooner is the silver added than you cease to see others, but you see only your-

self."  

 

1Ti 6:5-11  Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 

truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. But godli-

ness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and 

it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be 

therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 

into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is 

the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 

through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godli-

ness, faith, love, patience, meekness.  

 

Mission Statement  
 

 Boswell Regional Center offers  

Specialized program options to  

Mississippians with  

Intellectual and Developmental  

Disabilities. These programs are  

designed to identify the necessary 

 supports for successful community 

 transition. With collaboration  

between the individual, family,  

and community, dreams can  

become reality.  
 

 

 

Where Dreams Can Become Reality  
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Bro. Rudy Jackson,  

BRC Chaplain 



September 1st Orientation Class: Back row, left to right: Adorsha Walker (Magee Autism), Jamantha 

Collins (Fairway) Deborah Crumpton (Magee Autism), Philip Scott (Employment Services), Roy Berry 

(Security). 2nd row from top, left to right: Laura Harris (Ridgeview),Charlene McCord Broadhead), La-

wanda Murray (Pinegrove), Sara Bridges (Broadhead), Tyrinda Johnson (Oakbrook). 3rd row from top, left 

to right: Hollie Bridges Pinegrove), Ke'Asia Magee (Oakbrook), Bethany Barrentine (Employment Services)

Amber Bridges (Broadhead), Renee Gholar (Supported Living). Front row, left to right: Faith Ashmore 

(Medical Services), Brenda Meadows (Business Services), Ruth Byrd (Pinelake), Jewelene Owens(Oakbrook). 
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September 16th Orientation: Back Row Left to Right: Robert Barske (Success), Lucinda McDaniel (New 

Hebron), Tamius Bagley (Fairway), Karay McLaurin (Success). Front Row Left to Right: Celeste LeFlore 

(Simpson Cove), Porusha Craft (Magee Autism), Juanita Allen (Business Services), Ayana Brown (Pinelake). 
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Boswell Regional Center employees receive Governor Service Awards in recognition of a total of 70 years of 

state service. They were recognized for their dedication to BRC at the September Directors Meeting. Pictured 

are: Front: Dale Mitchell (20 yrs), Myricks Cole (10 yrs), back row: Felicia Keller (10 yrs), Louis Hull  (20 

yrs) and Renee Enoch (10 yrs). Congratulations! 
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During the September Director's Meeting, Boswell Regional Center recognized Employees of the Month in the 

area of professional/support staff: Employees of the Month for August is Lynn Williams; Oakbrook, Shanequa 

Wade; Community Services and Louis Hull;  Pinelake. Congratulations to each of you! 
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The MAC Employee of the Month for August 2016 is Chris Browder. Chris works in our Education Depart-

ment as a Educational Trainee. He has been employed since 6/7/2004. Pictured with Chris is William Gates, 

Director of MAC. Congratulations! 
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