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The publication of the BRC Bulletin 
is made possible by the contribu-
tions of our dedicated and talented 
employees. The articles and     
pictures were written, taken and   
formatted by BRC employees. 
Their contributions are greatly  
appreciated! We sincerely hope 
that you enjoy this edition of the       
Boswell Regional Center Bulletin,  
June 2013 Issue. 

        Boswell Regional Center Bulletin 

A Publication for Employees, Family and Friends of BRC 

     Boy how time flies!  Itôs been more than a year now 

since BRC decided to offer specialized program options 

in the ICF and increase our Community Programs under 

the Waiver Program.  Since that time, let me recap some 

of the accomplishments. 

 

¶ The Geriatric Program at Pine Lake and Wesson are 

operating as a medical model providing services to the 

Geriatric individuals who do not choose a community 

option in which to reside. 
 

¶ Fairway Special Supervision is continuing to down-

size the number of individuals served, and some of the 

staff are continuing to receive specialized training in order to offer the appropriate 

intervention and treatment to those in need. 
 

¶ Oakbrook and Ridgeview have reduced their population by offering short term 

stabilization programs to individuals as they transition to community settings. 
 

¶ The Autistic Program in Magee and Brookhaven is up and running strong.  

This program offers individuals behavioral and technological support as their level 

of independence increases. 
 

¶ Our Behavioral Support and Crisis Intervention has provided supports to many 

individuals in and around the state. 
 

¶ Our Community Services Program has opened many new residential options 

for people choosing this type of setting.  Also, two additional Day Programs are in 

the process of opening to support the new growth. 
 

¶ BRC has partnered with Region 8, the ARC, SON Valley, Brandiôs Hope and 

others to offer options for people wanting either to move home or closer to their 

home town. 
 

     Overall, BRCôs Campus population has decreased by over 20% and our Com-

munity Residential Programôs population has increased by over 60%.  I look for-

ward to continuing this movement. Thanks to all the staff and community who 

have made the success possible. 

Mr. Steven Allen, Director 

of Boswell Regional Center 
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Boswell Regional Center 

The first place Volley Ball team lead by team captain Calvert 

Simms  

    BRC had its annual Spring Fling in the month of June. Staff and individuals served by Boswell came together 

to play games, eat fun foods, and go swimming. The theme for this yearôs Spring Fling was ñTiki Timeò.  

Second place Volley Ball team led by team captain  

Jason ñPoppyò Holloway. 



 

 

 

 

 

By: Will Beeson  
 

     This morning (Friday June 28)  at around 9:15 AM, I was walking to my truck when I noticed Steven 

Pratcher attempting to pick a rock out of the ground. He was standing under the light pole by the fire hydrant 

in front of Ridgeview. Assuming the worst, I walked up to him and asked what was in his hand. He smiled and 

handed me the rock. To my amazement the "rock" turned out to be a near perfect spear head. I suspected he'd 

brought it from home and had just dropped it there. I looked at the ground and there it was. A half-inch deep 

impression of a likely 1500 year old Native American weapon. I wonder how many times we've all walked 

right past it. Steven decided to donate it to the BRC Museum. Mrs. Kathy Pittman took several pictures of him 

and his discovery. How lucky can you get? Pretty lucky if you are Steven Pratcher. 

 

Boswell Regional Center 

Page 3 

Above: Steven Pratcher holds his amazing find that he discovered on Boswellôs Magee campus. Inset: A close up of the     

arrowhead Steven donated to the BRC Museum.  
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Boswell Regional Center 

By: Craig Kittrell 

     Change is coming and that's part of life, and sometimes that change comes right to our doorstep. I can see it 

both ways. Not all change is good, but change can produce good. Look around at BRC. It is always changing, 

and it has produced more good than bad.  

     It's ok if someone asks us to change. You create your own power, and the moment you let someone else's 

opinion get you mad and angry, you have effectively given up that power to them. We have the power to direct 

change in a positive way. Sometimes you have to ignore the negative to hear the positive. 

     I like the state of Ohio's motto, "With God All Things Are Possible". I was removing pictures off of my 

camera and had forgotten about this one that is attached. Hope this brings a little shine to your day. Enjoy! 

     On July 1, Mr. Austin turned 82 years old. 

He is the oldest individual that is supported 

through Boswell Regional Centerôs Case 

Management program. He chose to spend his 

birthday morning with Mr. Michael Rankin on 

a Fishing trip. Later that day he was surprised 

with a Birthday Cake by Mrs. Bobbie Durr 

and Ms. Jeannette Garner. 

 

Happy Birthday, Mr. Charlie! 
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     Mayor Jimmy Clyde was named Outstanding Citizen of The Year by The Friends and Family Association 

of Boswell Regional Center on May 31, 2013. Mayor Clyde is always willing to lend a helping hand. We 

thank you for your support and appreciate the difference that you make in the lives of the ones we serve.  
 

Pictured: Steven Allen, BRC Director; Rev. Ike Durr, President of Friends and Family and Mayor 

Jimmy Clyde, recipient of the Outstanding Citizen of The Year Award. 

      

 

 

 

  

    The Lester Evans Award is given annually in memory of a Bos-

well individual who exemplified good citizenship and kindness to 

staff and other individuals. The recipient is chosen by Boswell staff. 

This year, B. Thompson was presented with the award at the Friends 

and Family Association meeting on May 31, 2013. He is pictured on 

the left with  Mr. Steven Allen, Boswell Director, who made the 

presentation. 

     Boswell also presents the Clara Bell Walker Award annually to a fe-

male individual that staff selects. This award is in memory of Ms. Clara 

Bell Walker who was loved by so many and was a good example of an 

upstanding citizen. This yearôs recipient of the Clara Bell Walker Award 

was M. Cauthen. Ms. Cauthen was given this presentation by Mr. Steven 

Allen on May 31, 2013, at the Friends and Family Association Meeting. 
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     This year the individuals served by Boswell had the opportunity to vote on favorite Direct Care Workers. Of 

all the excellent employees of Boswell Regional Center, there could only be one winner per unit.  

     Steven Pratcher was chosen Football 

MVP at the Friends and Family meet-

ing on May 31, 2013. For being an 

awesome player on the Fire Dogs team 

he got to take home not only a trophy, 

but also a collectable football signed by 

former NFL player Marcus Dupree!    

     Steven was not the only athlete in 

the spotlight though. All Star Cheer-

leader J. Lott was also recognized for 

her efforts to cheer on players during 

competition. 

Pictured above from left to right are: Joann Nelson (Pine Lake), Valerie Puckett (Oak Brook), and Arlene 

Brooks (Wesson Geriatric Services). Winners not pictured are: Vernon Dampier (Ridgeview), Leo Spann 

(Fairway), Phyllis Enoch (Autism Services in Magee) and Amanda Graham (Brookhaven Group Home).  



 

Mission Statement  
 

 Boswell Regional Center offers specialized  

program options to Mississippians with Intellectual  

and Developmental Disabilities. These programs are  

designed to identify the necessary supports for                 

successful community transition. With collaboration  

between the individual, family, and community,  

dreams can become reality.   
 

 

Where Dreams Can Become Reality  

Boswell Regional Center 

Page 7 

     Marcus Dupree, outstanding Oklahoma Sooner, New Orleans Breaker, and Los Angeles Rams star stopped 

in to visit his friends, Kathy and DeWayne Pittman while getting his windshield repaired at Hill's Windshield 

in Magee. Marcus donated an autographed football to The Friends and Family Association of Boswell Re-

gional Center in Magee. The football was given to S. Pratcher, resident of BRC and Fall Ball standout player, 

on May 31st at the annual meeting.  

     Kathy Dampeer-Pittman, Director of Public Relations at BRC, stated "I appreciate all of the local busi-

nesses in and around Simpson County for all that they do and most of all for accepting the community transi-

tion from an institutional setting so well. I am grateful for my job and enjoy seeing the individuals smile. It 

simply warms my heart.ò  
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Carol Carter, of Boswell Regional Center, graduated from CPM (Certified Public Manager) class on June 11, 

2013. Graduation was held at The Old Capitol Inn in Jackson, Mississippi.   

Boswell's very own Assistant Director, Cindy Womack, was honored at the 34th Annual Simpson County De-

velopment Banquet on June 18, 2013. She is picture below (far left) with her fellow classmates. 


