Autism Foundations Training For The Lifespan
Presenter Bios

November 2, 2016 and November 9, 2016
Lisa Bryant

Ms. Bryant’s first introduction to Autism was as a classroom teacher in Germany (1984). Through the
years since then, she has worked with individuals with autism and participated in Autism Training. In
1998, Boswell Regional Center (BRC) opened the first Intermediate Care Facility Group Home for eight
males with Autism. She served as Director of the Community ICF Group Home and served as a member
of the Autism Task Force with Mississippi’s Department of Mental Health. While serving on the Autism
Task Force, training was developed and presented across the state to build awareness and educate
professionals, para-professionals, families, and communities. In 2012, Ms. Bryant became the Director
of Autism Services at BRC. As a volunteer, she serves as an Advocate for families who are having
difficulty getting the supports needed for their child with Autism. In addition to presenting with the
Autism Task Force, she has presented at the Southeastern AAIDD Conference, The Mississippi AAIDD
Conference and provided Autism training to the BRC staff and private providers within our state. In
October 2014, Ms. Bryant was awarded the Kinloch Gill Memorial Award at the Mental Health/IDD Joint
Conference in Biloxi, Mississippi. Currently, she is furthering her knowledge through various life-long
learning opportunities.

Pam Dollar

Pam currently serves as Executive Director of the Coalition for Citizens with Disabilities and MSPTI
(Mississippi Parent Training and Information Center). She is a member of the Mississippi Special
Education Advisory Panel, the Mississippi State Rehabilitation Council, Mississippi Autism Advisory
Committee, Boswell Autism Training Curriculum Task Force, and serves on numerous other advisory
boards and committees related to disability issues. She travels throughout Mississippi speaking to
various groups about disabilities, special education, parental issues, and concerns.

She resides in Magee, Mississippi with her husband and young adult son with autism. For over two
decades, she has advocated at a state and national level for services and supports to facilitate full
inclusion of people with disabilities in schools, communities, and the workforce.

Kecia Ray

Kecia Spencer Ray graduated with an Associate of Arts degree from Northwest Mississippi Community
College in 1995. In 1999, she graduated from the University of Mississippi Medical Center with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Occupational Therapy. Since that time, she has worked in a variety of
clinical settings to include: hospital (inpatient, acute care, and ICU), nursing care, outpatient
rehabilitation, early intervention, and school systems. In 2002-2006, she served as a member of Willo-
T.E.A.M. that provided transdisciplinary evaluation/assessment training for Mississippi in early
intervention. She holds a certification in Sensory Integration and Praxis Testing as well as Therapeutic
Listening. Currently, she provides contractual services to adults and adolescents with intellectual
disabilities with special emphasis in Autism.



Lee Underwood

Lee Underwood has over 25 years of experience working with individuals with intellectual disabilities
and behavior disorders in Georgia, North Carolina, and Mississippi. He has a Master's of Social Work
degree from the University of Georgia, and presently serves as a Behavior Consultant in the ID/DD
Waiver Behavior Support and Intervention Services program at Hudspeth Regional Center (HRC). Lee has
worked in fifty-eight school districts in Mississippi either as a representative of HRC, or as a private
consultant. He has served children K-1.2 and adults with ASD at HRC and throughout the state, and is
currently a member of the Autism Task Force. His areas of interest in autism include positive behavior
support, family support, and helping individuals with ASD transition from residential programs to their
least restrictive settings.



